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ALBANY, DOUGHERTY COUNTY, GEORGIA 

HISTORY 

 Albany, Dougherty County and Southwest Georgia are rich in southern history and
culture.  Albany celebrated its 150th anniversary in 1986.  The Dougherty County School
System and the Sesquicentennial Committee have published a history of the area called 
Glancing Backward.  It is available through the Chamber of Commerce or may be acquired
temporarily through inter-library loan or checked out locally.  Much of the information below
was researched by the publishers of Glancing Backward and is contained in that publication. 

 Creek Indians were the first residents of this area as early settlers began inhabiting
Southwest Georgia in the 1790's.  Nelson Tift, a Connecticut native, entered into an
agreement with a group of men in 1826 to find a town on the west bank of the Flint River, at
that time Baker County.  The original purpose for locating a town here was to utilize the Flint
River for merchandising and boat traffic, etc.  Later, Tift bought the interests of the other 
gentlemen, convinced that the town would eventually be successful.  Albany was actually
founded in 1836 when Nelson Tift was 25 years old.  Though the Flint River is still a largely
navigable waterway, it is now used for recreation. 

 In 1853, Dougherty County was created out of Baker County by an act of the
Georgia General Assembly.  It was named for Judge Charles Dougherty of Athens. The
County contains 326 square miles of land area with a 2000 census population of 96,065
persons. 

 Many of the original buildings remain and some have been restored and are in use
today.  Quail plantations are famous in the area and date back to the founding of Albany.
Dougherty County is recognized for its quail and duck hunting, fishing, the Flint River and
many cypress swamps. 

 A famous military unit, the Nelson Rangers, originated in Albany in 1862 and fought
in numerous Civil War skirmishes under the leadership of Capt. Thomas N. Nelson, who
married the daughter of Nelson Tift. 
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 Albany is still known for its artesian wells, the first drilled around 1881.  Because the
mineral waters were thought to be curative, the town became a tourist attraction.  Today, the
artesian well is the City's emblem and is embossed in the seal of the City. 
 
 The first industries and business in Albany and Dougherty County included a cotton
trade with revenues of $5,000,000 annually, fertilizer factories, cotton seed oil mills, a pine
products plant, cross arms, a gin brush factory and public ginneries.  Albany boasted a 
"natatorium" or indoor swimming pool and the lowest death rate in the southern states.  This
area was also known as a center for transportation. 
 
 Dougherty County has a Board of Commissioners consisting of a Chairman, elected at
large, and six commissioners, elected by district, for four year overlapping terms.  The County
Commission appoints a County Administrator to carry out the daily functions of the County. 
 
 Dougherty County has become one of the most progressive counties in the State of 
Georgia.  Many large northern industries have relocated to South Georgia because of its natural
resources.  Some of those industries are Procter & Gamble, Miller Brewing Company, and the
United States Marine Corps Logistics Base. 
 
 The County Commission has been in the forefront with many of its endeavors such as
new Mental and Physical Health Facilities; an up-to-date Landfill operation, a $30,000,000 state 
of the art Jail Facility initially housing 624 inmates, a five story Government Center Office
Building for County and City administrative departments, a three story Central Square Office
Building, two downtown parking decks, and a Riverfront Resource Center. 
 
 In February 2009, Dougherty County was certified as a Georgia Work Ready
Community. To earn this designation, Dougherty County had to demonstrate a commitment to
improving public high school graduation rates and have a percentage of the available and
current workforce earn a Work Ready Certificate. The County increased its public high school
graduation rate from 57.5% to 63.3% and 1,556 workers in Dougherty County earned their Work
Ready Certifications.  
 

 We like to think that Nelson Tift would be proud of the progress and success of Albany
and Dougherty County.  With a history so rich and a future so promising, Dougherty County is 
destined for further success. 
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DOUGHERTY COUNTY - STATISTICS 
 
Location:  176 miles south of Atlanta 
   100 miles north of Tallahassee 
     60 miles east of Alabama 
     40 miles west of Tifton and I-75 
 
Area & Altitude:  326 square miles (89th County in size) 
   212 feet above sea level - Average  
   Elevation 
 
Climate:   66 degrees - Average Annual Temperature 
   49.5 inches - Average Annual Rainfall 
   260 days - Growing Season 
 
 

EDUCATION 
 
 The Dougherty County Board of Education oversees four high schools, six middle
schools, sixteen elementary schools, and four other learning centers.  There are two units
of the University System of Georgia, including Darton College and Albany State University;
along with the Albany Technical College, a unit of the Technical College System of Georgia
in Dougherty County.  LaGrange College and Troy State University each have a satellite
campus located in Dougherty County. 
 

TAXES 
 
 Dougherty County’s sales tax rate is 7%. The City and County share a 1% Local
Option sales tax which is used for general operations and a 1% Special Purpose sales tax 
which is used for capital improvements. The School System levies a 1% Education Special
Purpose sales tax. The remaining 4% is a State sales tax. 
 

TRANSPORTATION 
 Dougherty County has commercial air service; passenger bus service; 756.84 
miles of public roads; barge facilities available 52 miles southwest at Bainbridge State
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Dougherty County, Georgia

HISTORIC SITES AND RECREATION 

 Flint Riverquarium is a one-of-a-kind adventure featuring a 175,000 gallon, 22 
feet deep blue hole spring and more than 100 mysterious creatures including fish,
alligators, turtles and more!  It tells the story of the Flint River ecosystem and features 
interactive exhibits that inform visitors about the importance of water, conservation, and
environmental issues. 

 The Parks at Chehaw, a 600 acre recreational park and Chehaw Wild Animal
Park, located on 100 acres is a natural habitat designed by Jim Fowler.  Protective trails 
and elevated walkways allow visitors to observe wildlife in their natural environments.
Animal attractions include rhinos, cheetahs, buffalo, lemurs, monkeys, bears, wolves,
alpacas, reptiles, and a petting zoo named Ben’s Barnyard. 

 Heritage Plaza is listed on the National Register of Historic Places and includes
Thronateeska Heritage Foundation Museum, a train museum, 1912 brick streets, 1857
train depot, the Jarrard House, Wetherbee Planetarium and the 1847 Hilsman Kitchen. 

 Radium Springs - Georgia's largest natural spring with constant 68 degree
temperature.  Indians believed the springs were a source of healing.  FY 2006/07 a
wildlife observation point and nature trail was built with grant funds. The County is 
currently developing the Radium Springs site to include a Botanical Garden and a
greenspace area. 

 The Sand Dunes along East Oglethorpe Expressway, which according to
geologists, may have been the northern edge of the Gulf of Mexico a million years ago. 
Fossil dunes extend about 30 miles along the Flint River. 

ARTS 

 Albany Ballet Theatre, Albany Community Chorus, Albany Little Theatre, Albany
Museum of Art, Albany Symphony Association, the Concert Association, Georgia Artists'
Guild of Albany, and Thronateeska Heritage Foundation of Albany.  














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































	Front Page
	FY 2011 Dougherty County Budget Book.pdf
	FY 2011 Dougherty County Budget Book.pdf
	FY 2011 Dougherty County Budget Book.pdf
	FY 2011 Dougherty County Budget Book.pdf
	FY 2011 Dougherty County Budget Book.pdf
	FY 2011 Dougherty County Budget Book.pdf
	Binder5.pdf
	FY 2011 Dougherty County Budget Book.pdf
	FY 2011 Dougherty County Budget Book.pdf
	FY 2011 Dougherty County Budget Book.pdf
	FY 2011 Dougherty County Budget Book.pdf
	FY 2011 Dougherty County Budget Book.pdf
	FY 2011 Dougherty County Budget Book.pdf
	DOUGHERTY COUNTY OFFICIALS 2011
	Introduction Tab Pages
	History Pages


	Budget Letter
	Financial Tab
	Personal Tab

	Table of Contents

	General Govt
	Judicial

	Public Works

	Public Safety

	Public Health

	Ag Svcs and Other GF

	Special Tax District

	CIP

	SPLOST

	SW.Other Funds.Appendices


