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Appendix D 
CITY OF ALBANY GARBAGE,  

TRASH AND RUBBISH ORDINANCE  

Chapter 14 GARBAGE, TRASH AND RUBBISH* 
 
_______ 
*Charter references:  Authority to furnish garbage, trash collections outside city, § 
34(19).   
Cross references:  Buildings and building regulations, Ch. 8; depositing offensive 
matter in cemeteries prohibited, § 9-8; fire protection, Ch. 13; nuisances, Ch. 16; 
offenses against public safety and health, § 17-71 et seq.; littering in public parks 
prohibited, § 18-5; streets, sidewalks and other public places, Ch. 24; weeds and 
grasses, § 28-16 et seq.   
State law references:  Municipal authority to provide for garbage and solid waste 
collection and disposal, Ga. Const. 1983, Art. IX, Sec. II, Para. III(a)(2); solid waste 
handling, disposal, etc., OCGA § 12-8-20 et seq.   

ARTICLE I 
IN GENERAL (§§ 14-1—14-25) 
Secs. 14-1--14-8. Reserved. 

Editor's Note:  Former §§ 14-1—14-8, relative to general garbage, trash and rubbish 
disposal regulations, which derived from Code 1975, §§ 12-1--12-4 and 12-6--12-9, 
have been deleted at the discretion of the editor, as being superseded by the provisions 
of Ord. No. 90-138, adopted July 24, 1990, which has been codified in this chapter as 
Art. III, §§ 14-51--14-58.   

Secs. 14-9--14-25. Reserved. 

ARTICLE II 
FEES (§§ 14-26—14-49) 
Sec. 14-26. Classifications. 
 
(a) For purposes of payment of fees to the city for its services in collecting garbage 

and refuse under the provisions of this chapter, the following classifications of 
users of such services are hereby established: 
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(1) Class 1.  Residents and apartment users, and offices receiving residential class 
garbage and refuse collection service;   

(2) Class 2.  Business, commercial and industrial establishments accumulating less 
than five (5) cubic yards of garbage and refuse per month;   

(3) Class 3.  Business, commercial and industrial establishments accumulating five 
(5) cubic yards or more of garbage and refuse per month, but less than twelve 
(12) cubic yards per month;   

(4) Class 4.  Business, commercial and industrial establishments accumulating 
twelve (12) cubic yards of garbage and refuse per month or more.   

(b) As used in this section, the term "business, commercial and industrial 
establishments" shall and does include all governmental and public agencies, 
public institutions, churches, nonprofit organizations, charitable institutions, and 
every other person or entity not falling within the scope of Class 1 of this section. 

(c) (Code 1975, § 12-10) 

Sec. 14-27. Initial Classification. 
For the purpose of determining the initial classification of business, commercial and 
industrial establishments under this chapter, the sanitation superintendent shall 
conduct a volume survey of all such establishments in the city, which survey shall run 
for one (1) week, and from the result of such survey such business, commercial and 
industrial establishments shall be classified. Written notice of the result of such survey 
and of the classification established shall be given to each business, commercial, and 
industrial establishment. 

(Code 1975, § 12-11) 

Sec. 14-28. Reclassification. 
As often as the sanitation superintendent shall deem it necessary, but not less often 
than semiannually, he shall conduct volume surveys for the purpose of determining 
whether business, commercial, and industrial establishments remain in the proper 
classification. He shall conduct a volume survey with respect to any business, 
commercial, or industrial establishment at any time at the request of the owner or 
operator of such establishment and upon his complaint that the establishment is not in 
the proper category. In such event, the volume survey shall be conducted for not less 
than one (1) week, the survey week to be determined by the sanitation superintendent; 
provided, however, that no business establishment shall be entitled to have a volume 
survey conducted more often than quarterly. 

(Code 1975, § 12-12) 

Sec. 14-29. Determination 
(a) Every person using the facilities of the city for the collection of garbage and refuse 

shall pay to the city the fees and charges determined by the board of city 
commissioners from time to time and on file in the office of the city clerk, 
according to the classification into which they fall. 

(b) The fees and charges shall, from and after the date the same become due, be a lien 
upon all the real and personal property of the debtor equal in rank to liens for city 
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ad valorem taxes. The issuance, recording and enforcement of the liens and 
executions therefore shall be in the manner provided for the issuance, recording 
and enforcement of liens and executions for city ad valorem taxes. 

(Code 1975, § 12-13; Ord. No. 81-228, § 1, 12-22-81) 

Sec. 14-30. Billing, Payment. 
Fees chargeable for the collection of garbage, trash and rubbish shall be billed and 
collected by the board of water, gas and light commissioners for the city. 

(Code 1975, § 12-14; Ord. No. 81-148, § 1, 4-28-81) 

Sec. 14-31. Exclusions. 
The provisions of this chapter relative to fees chargeable for garbage collection shall 
not apply to commercial and industrial locations not using city garbage collection 
services. The sanitation superintendent is hereby directed to conduct a survey and 
make a report to the city manager of all such locations not using this service. 
Residential locations are required to use city garbage collection services. 

(Code 1975, § 12-15; Ord. No. 81-148, § 2, 4-28-81) 

Sec. 14-32. Fees Established. 
(a)   The fees established for solid waste collection and disposal are on file and 

available for inspection in the offices of the city. 

(b)   A franchise fee of five (5) percent of gross revenue shall be charged to all private 
collectors of solid waste within the city. 

(Ord. No. 88-152, 8-23-88; Ord. No. 91-189, §§ 1, 2, 12-31-91) 

Secs. 14-33--14-49. Reserved. 

Art. III 
Waste Management and Litter Control (§§ 14-50—14-59) 
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Appendix E 
DOUGHERTY COUNTY SOLID WASTE ORDINANCE  

Chapter 2-14 SOLID WASTE* 
__________ 
*Cross references:  Authority, §§ 1-2-21, 1-2-30.   
 

ARTICLE I 
IN GENERAL (§§ 2-14-1—2-14-19) 
Sec. 2-14-1. Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following terms shall have the respective meanings 
ascribed to them: 

Collector:  A person who, under formal agreement, verbal or written, with or without 
compensation, does the work of collecting and/or hauling solid waste.   

Disposal Area:  A site, location, tract of land or facility, used or intended to be used 
for the final disposal of solid waste, garbage, putrescible waste, hazardous waste, or 
other waste, except that it shall not include the land or facility used for the disposal of 
solid waste or other waste from a single-family dwelling on which the owner, 
occupant or lessee of said land or facility resides.   

Garbage:  Food waste, including waste accumulation of animal or vegetable matter, 
used for or intended for food or that attends the preparation, use, cooking, dealing in 
or storing of meat, fish, fowl, fruit or vegetables.   

Hazardous Waste:  Solid or liquid waste material resulting from the manufacture or 
use of pesticides and drugs (other than normal household use); pathological wastes; 
highly flammable or explosive wastes; caustic wastes; toxic wastes; and other waste 
material so designated by the Georgia Environmental Protection Division and the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency.   

Industrial Waste  or  Industrial Solid Waste:  The solid waste materials from factories, 
processing plants and manufacturing enterprises; the term includes food processing 
wastes, meat and poultry processing wastes, condemned food, ashes and cinders, 
agriculture products waste, land clearance waste, and similar waste.   

Owner:  Any owner, public or private.   

Premises:  Land, buildings or other structures, vehicles, watercraft, or parts thereof, 
upon or in which solid waste is stored.   
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Rubbish:  A variety of combustible and noncombustible waste not subject to rapid 
decomposition derived from places of residence, commercial areas and institutions and 
shall include paper, rags, plastics, cartons, boxes, tree and yard trimmings, furniture, 
appliances, metals, minerals, cans, bottles, glass, crockery, excelsior, bedding, rubber, 
discarded clothing and similar clothing, and similar materials.   

Scavenge:  Uncontrolled picking from discarded solid waste materials.   

Waste:  Unwanted or discarded material, except human body waste.   

(Code 1979, § 4-2-2; Res. No. 82-007-B, § 2, 2-15-82) 

Sec. 2-14-2. Duties of county administrator. 
The board of commissioners, in order to protect the health and safety of the people in 
the county, authorizes and directs its county administrator, by implementing and 
enforcing the provisions of these regulations, to control the storage, collection and 
disposal of solid waste in the unincorporated areas of the county. The county 
administrator shall establish criteria for evaluation of private collection and disposal 
services, make recommendations to the board of commissioners regarding contract for 
solid waste collection and/or disposal, and shall regulate the establishment, 
maintenance and operation of public or private solid waste collection and/or disposal 
systems, methods and sites. 

(Res. No. 82-007-B, § 3(A), 2-15-82) 

Sec. 2-14-3. Appeals to board of commissioners. 
Any person aggrieved by a requirement of, or fee charged by, these regulations shall 
have the right to appeal to the board of commissioners, which may confirm, modify or 
revoke any such requirement or fee. 

(Code 1979, § 4-2-3; Res. No. 82-007-B, § 3(B), 2-15-82) 

Sec. 2-14-4. Littering. 
(a) No person shall place any solid waste in any street, public place, roadway or 

private premises except it be in proper containers for collection. No person shall 
place any solid waste in a stream, lake or body of water. 

(b) No person shall deposit or dispose of waste materials on or in public right-of-way 
of roadways, alleys, drainage structures, drainage canals or drainage ponds. 

(Code 1979, § 4-2-4; Res. No. 82-007-B, §§ 4C, 6(B), 2-15-82) 

Cross references:  Litter control, § 2-14-41 et seq.   

Sec. 2-14-5. Proper storage required; creation of nuisance; failure to remove after notice.  
No person shall keep or store refuse outside of any residence or building within the 
unincorporated area of the county except it be in proper containers for collection or 
otherwise prepared as set forth or under the express prior approval of the appropriate 
agency. Any unauthorized accumulation of solid waste is hereby declared to be a 
nuisance and is prohibited. Failure to remove any existing accumulation of solid waste 
within such reasonable time as may be fixed by written notice of the board of 
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commissioners shall be deemed in violation of these regulations and subject to 
penalties set forth in section 2-1-8, and each day's failure to remove such accumulation 
shall be a separate violation. 

(Code 1979, § 4-2-4; Res. No. 82-007-B, § 4(A), 2-15-82) 

Sec. 2-14-6. Number and specifications of containers. 
(a) Containers shall be provided by the owner or occupant of each residence or 

establishment sufficient in number of accommodate such waste generated by the 
residence or establishment between collections. Containers shall be of durable 
metal or plastic, watertight, nonabsorbent, rust-resistant, rodent-proof and easily 
cleanable. They shall be equipped with handles and tightly fitted covers and shall 
have a capacity of not more than thirty-two (32) gallons, except that bulk 
containers of a type suitable for mechanical collection by equipment used for 
such collection by a licensed collector may be used. Containers failing to comply 
with these provisions or which have defects causing them to scatter waste upon 
the ground during collection or causing them to hamper or to injure the persons 
collecting waste shall be promptly replaced. 

(b) Disposable paper or plastic bags of a type, size and material designed for solid 
waste disposal may be used to contain refuse for storage and collection provided 
they are unbroken, sealed and loaded in such manner that normal handling will 
not cause the bag to open. 

(Code 1979, § 4-2-4; Res. No. 82-007-B, § 4(B), 2-15-82) 

Sec. 2-14-7. License to collect, transport or dispose of solid waste. 
No person shall contract for the collection, transportation or disposal of solid waste 
that does not possess a current license for such business operation in the county. 
Applications for licenses shall be written and shall be considered after evidence has 
been presented to show that the applicant has received a current permit, appropriate to 
the type of business concerned, as required under solid waste regulations of the state 
department of natural resources. 

(Code 1979, § 4-2-5; Res. No. 82-007-B, § 5(A), 2-15-82) 

Sec. 2-14-8. Collection vehicles; cleanliness, safety, covers, construction; identification. 
The vehicles to be used on streets and highways for solid waste collection, 
transportation or disposal shall be kept clean and shall be certified in regard to 
highway safety by the motor vehicle division of the state department of public safety. 
Such vehicle bodies shall be in good condition and repair, covered and constructed in 
such manner that the contents thereof cannot be spilled, leaked or blown from the 
vehicle. Vehicles normally engaged in the collection of limbs and tree trimmings may 
use nets for a covering or ropes to tie down the larger limbs. Vehicle bodies used for 
collection and hauling garbage will be of the standard type garbage packers available 
from the various manufacturers and in addition to the above requirements shall be of 
all metal construction capable of receiving garbage through a mechanical loading 
transfer unit and capable of discharging by means of a hydraulic operated ejector. 
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Subject packers will be equipped with appropriate step platform and handrail for 
safety of crew riding thereon. The outside of the body shall be painted and identified 
by the name, telephone number and permit number of the collection business in letters 
and numbers not less than two (2) inches high and easily legible. Vehicles used by 
commercial collectors, owners and contractors to transport industrial waste and 
rubbish will be equipped with a mechanical means of ejecting or dumping their 
contents at the landfill. 

(Code 1979, § 4-2-5; Res. No. 82-007-B, § 5(A), 2-15-82) 

Sec. 2-14-9. Minimum contract service. 
Collectors who contract with home owners/occupiers for collection of solid waste will 
provide the following minimum service: 

(1) Pick up garbage twice weekly on scheduled dates. 

(2) Pick up nominal amounts of rubbish such as leaves, lawn and shrubbery clippings, 
etc., providing it is properly packaged in plastic bags or other containers as 
specified in section 2-14-6. For the purpose of this section nominal means not to 
exceed one (1) bag per week average. If the home owner/occupier occasionally 
requests the collector to pick up larger amounts of rubbish, the collector is 
encouraged to do so and may charge an additional nominal fee. 

(Code 1979, § 4-2-5; Res. No. 82-007-B, § 5(B), 2-15-82) 

Sec. 2-14-10. Insurance of collectors. 
Collectors using the county landfill will carry minimum liability insurance of one 
hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00)/three hundred thousand dollars 
($300,000.00/fifty thousand dollars ($50,000.00) and workers' compensation 
insurance, with limits as set by state law. 

(Code 1979, § 4-2-5; Res. No. 82-007-B, § 5(C), 2-15-82) 

State law references:  Workers' compensation, O.C.G.A. § 34-9-1 et seq.   

Secs. 2-14-11--2-14-19. Reserved. 

ARTICLE II 
LANDFILL  (§§ 2-14-20--2-14-40) 
Sec. 2-14-20. Compliance with federal and state law. 
It is the intention of this chapter that the county disposal site be operated in accordance 
with the Solid Waste Disposal Act, 42 U.S.C. section 3152 et seq., as amended, The 
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, 42 U.S.C. section 6901 et seq., The Solid 
Waste Management Act, Official Code of Georgia Annotated, section 12-8-20 et seq., 
and the Hazardous Waste Management Act, Official Code of Georgia Annotated, 
section 12-8-60 et seq. 

(Code 1979, § 4-2-6; Res. No. 82-007-B, § 6(F), 2-15-82) 
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Sec. 2-14-21. Use of public site required; exception. 
All disposal of solid waste shall be at disposal sites operated by the county and at no 
other place, unless a private disposal site has been approved and a disposal area permit 
obtained from the state department of natural resources. 

(Res. No. 82-007-B, § 6(A), 2-15-82) 

Sec. 2-14-22. Entry of private sites by public agencies. 
Authorized representatives of appropriate governmental agencies shall be permitted to 
enter private disposal sites at any time during normal business hours for free and 
unhindered inspections to determine compliance with these regulations. 

(Res. No. 82-007-B, § 6(A), 2-15-82) 

Sec. 2-14-23. Nonliability of county for damages to users. 
Persons using solid waste disposal site operated for the county does so at own risk and 
absolves the county, its officers and employees, from responsibility for any accident to 
said contractors or their employees or to private citizens or for damage to trucks, 
vehicles or other property owned or operated by such contractors or employees or 
private citizens when such accident or damage occurs at the county-operated disposal 
site or on the grounds thereof. 

(Res. No. 82-007-B, § 6(C), 2-15-82) 

Sec. 2-14-24. Entry during business hours. 
No person shall enter a disposal site except during the hours of operation; or on special 
arrangement with the director of public works. 

(Res. No. 82-007-B, § 6(C), 2-15-82) 

Sec. 2-14-25. Materials become property of county. 
All materials delivered and deposited for disposal on the solid waste landfill site shall 
be the property of the county. 

(Res. No. 82-007-B, § 6(C), 2-15-82) 

Sec. 2-14-26. Salvage. 
No person shall be permitted to salvage, scavenge or reclaim any solid waste which 
has been delivered to the county disposal site for disposal. 

(Res. No. 82-007-B, § 6(D), 2-15-82) 

 
Sec. 2-14-27. Materials for which prior arrangement required. 
The following materials will not be accepted at the landfill for disposal except through 
prior arrangements with the county. 

(1)   Material collected outside of the county. 

(2)   Trees or timbers over eight (8) feet in length. 
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(3)   Motor vehicles or motor vehicle parts. 

(4)   Sludge from septic tanks or grease traps, and any sludge that has not been treated 
and tested by secondary treatment. 

(Res. No. 82-007-B, § 6(E), 2-15-82) 

Sec. 2-14-28. Hours site is open; placement of material as designated. 
(a) The county solid waste disposal site will be open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Monday through Saturday and 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on Sundays. The solid 
waste disposal site will be closed on the following holidays: New Year's Day, 
Memorial Day, July 4th, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day, and Christmas Day. 
Persons desiring to dispose of solid waste on holidays shall make special 
arrangements with the county director of public works at least seventy-two (72) 
hours in advance. 

(b) Waste deposited at the landfill site shall be placed as designated by the attendant 
on duty. 

(Res. No. 80-149, § 6(B), 6-16-80) 

Sec. 2-14-29. Charges for use. 
(a)   Solid waste service charges for the purposes of financing and managing a solid 

waste management system shall be paid by all persons, firms or corporations 
engaged in the disposal of garbage and/or refuse at the Dougherty County 
Gaissert Road Landfill site. 

(b)   The following charges shall apply to and govern garbage and/or refuse from a 
commercial or residential site: 

(1) Where truck scales are available:   

Municipal solid waste (putrescible) ................... $25.00/ton 

Insert material: 

0--999 lbs.......................................................................N/C 

1000 lbs. and greater........................................... $20.00/ton 

Special handling material (liquid, asbestos)....... $38.00/ton 

Vehicle load weight or cargo weight shall be used in determining disposal fee. 

(2) Where truck scales not available.   

Should truck scales not be available, the following rates shall apply:   

Semitrailers, garbage packers, stake bodies or vans, roll-on roll-off containers, 
dump trucks with tandem axle and special handling waste requiring 
immediate disposal ...........................................................................$95.00 

Garbage packers, stake bodies, flatbeds, vans and dump trucks with single 
axle 20,000 GVW and over ................................................................46.00 

Stake bodies, flatbeds, vans and dump trucks under 20,000 GVW ....32.00 
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Pickup trucks with added sides additional to factory body, standard pickup 
trucks, station wagons, utility trailers towed by vehicle, standard dumpster 
load .................................................................................................... 15.00  

(3)   Waste tires.   

Passenger tires (cars and pickup trucks)  $1.00/tire (5 or less) 
  $1.60/tire 
  $180.00/ton (more than 5) 
Truck tires (off-road), per tire  $4.00 
Farm tractor tires, per tire   $40.00  

Operating hours of the landfill are posted at the landfill site. 

(c)   The above charges shall not apply to home owners or home occupiers who haul 
garbage or refuse from their homes and deposit same at the county disposal site. 

(Res. No. 82-013, § 1, 5-24-82; Res. No. 90-039, § 1, 5-21-90; Res. No. 90-067, § 1, 
9-17-90; Res. No. 92-025, § 1, 6-15-92; Res. No. 93-014, § 1, 5-17-93) 

Sec. 2-14-30. Yard waste disposal. 
The county board of commissioners, in accordance with Official Code of Georgia 
Annotated, section 12-8-40.2, prohibits the disposal of yard trimmings, as defined by 
the Comprehensive Solid Waste Management Act, at the county landfill, effective 
September 1, 1996. 

(Res. No. 96-036, 8-19-96) 

Sec. 2-14-31. Transportation of waste across county's boundaries. 
(a) Any person, firm, corporation or employee of any municipality seeking 

permission from Dougherty County to transport, pursuant to a contract, 
whether oral or otherwise, garbage, trash, waste, or refuse collected within 
Dougherty County across Dougherty County's boundaries for the purpose of 
dumping the same at a publicly or privately owned dump shall submit a written 
request to the county administrator containing the following information: a 
description of the type of garbage, trash, waste or refuse for which such 
permission is sought; an estimate of the amount of garbage, trash, waste or 
refuse for which such permission is sought; and the time frame for which such 
permission is being requested. 

(b) Within thirty (30) days of the receipt of a written request containing the 
information described in subsection (a) above, the Board of Commissioners of 
Dougherty County shall conduct a hearing in connection with said request. The 
applicant shall be afforded an opportunity to make an oral presentation to the 
commissioners in support of its request and any members of the public shall be 
afforded an opportunity to be heard in connection with such request. 

(c) Following the completion of the public hearing, the Board of Commissioners 
of Dougherty County shall approve or deny the request based upon its 
determination as to whether the public benefits, if any, derived from the 
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request exceed any potential adverse effect that the approval would have upon 
the efficient and economical operation of the county landfill. 

(Res. No. 04-046, §§ I--III, 12-20-04) 

Secs. 2-14-32--2-14-40. Reserved. 
 

ARTICLE III 
LITTER CONTROL* (§§ 2-14-41--2-14-70) 
 
__________ 

*Editor's note:  Resolution No. 89-020, adopted July 7, 1989, did not specifically 
amend this Code; hence, inclusion of § 1 as Art. III, §§ 2-14-41--2-14-57, was at the 
discretion of the editor.   

Cross references:  Health and sanitation, Ch. 2-8; depositing solid waste or other 
materials on public or private property, streets, etc., § 2-14-4.   

 
Sec. 2-14-41. Title. 
This article shall be known and may be cited as "The Litter Control Resolution of 
Dougherty County, Georgia." 

(Res. No. 89-020, § 1 (Art. III), 7-7-89) 

Sec. 2-14-42. Statutory authority. 
The board of commissioners of the county, under authority of article 9, section 2, 
paragraph I, of the Constitution of Georgia (1983), hereby resolves and enacts into law 
the following article. 

(Res. No. 89-020, § 1 (Art. II), 7-7-89) 

Sec. 2-14-43. Purposes. 
The county board of commissioners, in furtherance of their responsibility to protect 
the public health, safety, and well-being of the citizens of the county, and to protect 
and enhance the quality of the environment hereby establishes rules and regulations 
controlling the unsystematic, careless, and indiscriminate disposition of litter 
throughout the county. 

(Res. No. 89-020, § 1 (Art. I), 7-7-89) 

Sec. 2-14-44. Definitions. 
(a) Generally.  Except as otherwise provided herein, all words shall have the 

customary dictionary meaning. The present tense includes the future tense. The 
singular number includes the plural and the plural includes the singular. The word 
"person" includes a firm, corporation, association, organization, trust or 
partnership. The use of the masculine gender includes the feminine, and the use of 
the feminine gender includes the masculine. The word "shall" is always 
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mandatory. The word "may" is permissive and is not mandatory. The "board of 
commissioners" refers to the board of commissioners of the county.   

(b)   Specific definitions.  When used in this article, the following words and phrases 
shall have the meaning given in this section:   

Building official  means the chief building inspector of the county, or his 
authorized representative.   

County  means the duly authorized governing body of the county or the 
geographical area of the county outside the corporate limits of any incorporated 
municipality therein.   

Dumpster  means a bulk container used for the collection of garbage, refuse, trash 
and litter. The use of this term is generic, and does not refer to a bulk container 
manufactured by a specific manufacturer.   

Garbage  means the by-product of animal or vegetable foodstuffs resulting from 
the handling, preparation, cooking and consumption of food, or other matter 
which is subject to decomposition, decay, putrefaction or the generation of 
noxious or offensive gases or odors, or which during or after decay, may serve as 
breeding or feeding material for flies, insects or animals.   

Household trash  means every waste accumulation of paper, sweepings, dust, 
rags, bottles, cans or other matter of any kind, other than garbage, which is 
usually attendant to housekeeping.   

Industrial waste  means all waste, including solids, semi-solids, sludges and 
liquids, created by factories, processing plants or other manufacturing enterprises.   

Junked vehicles  includes any wrecked or inoperable automobile, truck or other 
vehicle, or vehicle which does not bear a current license plate.   

Landfill  means any facility where any treatment, utilization, processing, storage, 
or depositing of solid waste occurs.   

Litter  means all discarded man-made materials, including, but not limited to, 
garbage, household trash, industrial waste, building materials, junked vehicles, or 
portions thereof, refuse, waste materials, sand gravel, slag, brickbats, rubbish, tin 
cans, trash, debris, dead animals or any other discarded, used or unconsumed 
substance which is not handled in accordance with the provisions of this article.   

Public or private property  means the right-of-way of any road, street or highway; 
and any body of water or watercourse or the shores or beaches thereof; any park, 
playground, building, refuse, or conversation or recreation area; and residential or 
farm properties, timberlands, or forests.   

Refuse  means any solid waste accumulations consisting of any combination of 
ashes, building material, garbage, hazardous refuse, household trash, and other 
waste or discarded materials of all kinds.   

Road  or  street  shall be mutually inclusive and shall likewise be deemed to 
include any alley, lane, court and other thoroughfare, however described or 
designated.    
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Rubbish  includes waste paper, cartons, boxes, wood, tree branches, yard 
trimmings, furniture, appliances, metal, cans, glass, packing material and similar 
material.   

Scavenge  or  scavenging  means any unauthorized or uncontrolled retrieval of 
discarded refuse materials.   

(Res. No. 89-020, § 1 (Art. IV), 7-7-89) 

Sec. 2-14-45. Prohibited acts; exceptions. 
It shall be unlawful for any person or persons to dump, deposit, throw, or leave or 
cause or permit the dumping, depositing, placing, throwing, or leaving of litter on any 
road or street or any public or private property in the county, unless: 

(1)   The property is designated by the state or county or by any of their agencies for 
the disposal of litter and the person is authorized by the proper public authority to 
use such property; 

(2)   The litter is placed into a litter receptacle, container, or dumpster installed on 
such property and designated for the disposal of litter; or 

(3)   The person is the owner or tenant in lawful possession of such property or has 
first obtained consent of the owner or tenant in lawful possession, or unless the 
act is done under the personal direction of the owner or tenant, all in a manner 
consistent with the public welfare. 

(Res. No. 89-020, § 1 (Art. V, § 1(1)), 7-7-89) 

Sec. 2-14-46. Public streets and private property. 
No person shall place any accumulations of refuse and trash in any street, median 
strip, alley or other public place of travel, nor upon any private property except with 
the written consent thereof, and then only in accordance with the provisions of this 
article. 

(Res. No. 89-020, § 1 (Art. V, § 1(2)), 7-7-89) 

Sec. 2-14-47. Blockage of drainage. 
No person shall place any refuse, trash, refuse receptacles, or containers on, over or 
near any storm drain or drainage ditch, or so close thereto as to cause such material to 
interfere in any way with such drainage. 

(Res. No. 89-020, § 1 (Art. V, § 1(3)), 7-7-89) 

Sec. 2-14-48. Unauthorized storage declared nuisance. 
Any accumulation of refuse or trash items on any lot, property, premises, public 
streets, alley or other public or private place not permitted by this article is hereby 
declared to be a nuisance. Failure of owner or occupant to remove and correct any 
such accumulation of refuse after appropriate notice from the board of commissioners 
or their designee shall raise the presumption that such person intended to violate this 
article. 
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(Res. No. 890-020, § 1 (Art. V, § 1(4)), 7-7-89) 

Sec. 2-14-49. Appliances. 
It shall be unlawful for any person to leave outside any building in a place accessible 
to children any appliance, refrigerator, or other container which has an airtight snap 
lock or similar device without first removing therefrom the lock or door. This section 
shall not apply to any appliances, refrigerators or containers which have been placed 
on or adjacent to the rear of the building and which have been crated, strapped or 
locked so that it will be impossible for a child to obtain access to any compartment 
thereof. 

(Res. No. 89-020, § 1 (Art. V, § 1(5)), 7-7-89) 

Sec. 2-14-50. Use of streets. 
It shall be unlawful for any vehicle transporting loose materials on any road or street 
to transport same without suitable covers securely fastened to the vehicle. This section 
shall not apply to the transportation of poultry, livestock, silage or other feed grain 
used in the feeding of poultry or livestock. 

(Res. No. 89-020, § 1 (Art. V, § 1(6)), 7-7-89) 

Sec. 2-14-51. Scavenging. 
No person other than the owner thereof, shall disturb or interfere with any container or 
dumpster used for the purpose of storing refuse pending its collection, or remove any 
contents therefrom or remove such container from its location. 

(Res. No. 89-020, § 1 (Art. V, § 1(7)), 7-7-89) 

Sec. 2-14-52. Enforcement generally. 
This article shall be enforced under Official Code of Georgia Annotated sections 5-10-
60 through 15-10-66, as amended, sections being entitled "Violation of ordinances of 
counties and state authorities." 

(Res. No. 89-020, § 1 (Art. VI, § 1), 7-7-89) 

Sec. 2-14-53. Investigations. 
The Albany-Dougherty Clean Community Commission, the building official or 
inspectors designated by him, the members of the county police department, the 
members of the county sheriff's department and the county department of public works 
shall report all complaints of violations of any of the provisions of this article to the 
building official. 

(Res. No. 89-020, § 1 (Art. VI, § 2), 7-7-89) 

 
Sec. 2-14-54. Enforcing officers. 
The building official and his authorized inspectors, the members of the county police 
department and the members of the county sheriff's department are authorized to issue 
a citation against any person violating this article. 
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(Res. No. 89-020, § 1 (Art. VI, § 3), 7-7-89) 

Sec. 2-14-55. Court proceedings. 
(a) Violations of this article shall be tried upon citations as provided in Official Code 

of Georgia Annotated section 15-10-63, and may be tried with or without a 
prosecuting attorney as well as upon accusation by the county attorney. The 
county attorney shall serve as prosecuting attorney. 

(b) Violations of this article shall be tried in the magistrate court of the county and 
shall be tried in accordance with the official Code of Georgia, sections 15-10-60 
through 15-10-66. 

(c) Nothing in this article shall prevent the board of commissioners from bringing 
any civil action for injunction, mandamus or other proceedings to present, correct, 
or abate any violation of this article. No sanction, penalty or remedy prescribed 
herein shall be considered exclusive of any other remedy, but shall be available in 
addition to any other sanction, penalty or remedy by law. 

(d) Each violation of this article shall constitute a separate offense. 

(Res. No. 89-020, § 1 (Art. VI, § 4), 7-7-89) 

Sec. 2-14-56. Prima facie case. 
(a) Whenever litter is thrown, deposited, dropped, or dumped from any motor 

vehicle, boat, airplane or other conveyance in violation of this article, it shall be 
prima facie evidence that the operator of the conveyance has violated this article. 

(b) Except as provided in subsection (a) above, whenever any litter which is dumped, 
deposited, thrown, or left on public or private property in violation of this article 
is discovered to contain any article or articles, including, but not limited to, 
letters, bills, publications, and other writings, which display the name of a person 
thereon in such a manner as to indicate that the article belongs or belonged to 
such person, it shall be a rebuttable presumption that such person has violated this 
article. 

(Res. No. 89-020, § 1 (Art. VI, § 5), 7-7-89) 

Sec. 2-14-57. Penalties. 
(a) Any person violating this article or any provision hereof, upon conviction, shall be 

punished as follows: 

(1) By a fine of not less than one hundred dollars ($100.00) and not more than one 
thousand dollars ($1,000.00); 

(2) In the sound discretion of a court in which conviction is obtained, the person 
may be directed to pick up and remove from any public or highway or public 
right-of-way for a distance not to exceed one (1) mile any litter he has 
deposited and any and all litter deposited thereon by anyone else prior to the 
date of execution of sentence; or 
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(3) In the sound discretion of the judge of a court in which conviction is obtained, 
the person may be directed to pick up and remove from any public beach, 
public park, private right-of-way, or with the prior permission of the legal 
owner or tenant in lawful possession of such property, any private property 
upon which it can be established by competent evidence that he has deposited 
litter, any and all litter deposited thereof by anyone prior to the date of 
execution of sentence. 

(4) The court may publish the names of persons convicted of violating this article. 

(b) No person accused of violating this article shall be arrested prior to trial, but any 
defendant who fails to appear for trial shall be arrested thereafter on the warrant of 
the magistrate, and required to post bond for his future appearance. 

(Res. No. 89-020, § 1 (Art. VI, § 6), 7-7-89) 

Sec. 2-14-58. Accumulation of litter. 
(a) Generally.  No owner or occupant of any property in the county shall allow litter, 

garbage, refuse, rubbish, filth, carrion, and debris to accumulate thereon.   

(b) Notice to abate.   

(1) In the event of a violation of this article, the owner of the property shall be 
given notice to remedy said violations within seven (7) days from the receipt of 
the notice. Such notice may be served personally, or may be served by 
registered or certified mail, or by attaching a copy of the notice to the principal 
entrance of the dwelling, and shall contain a description of the location of the 
property upon which such condition exists. 

(2) Where notice is given by registered or certified mail, the depositing of such 
notice in the United States Mail by registered or certified mail, return receipt 
requested, addressed to the owner of the property at the address shown on the 
latest ad valorem tax return of such owner for such property shall constitute 
sufficient service of such notice, where the return receipt shall be duly returned 
signed by the addressee or someone residing on the premises, or where the 
return receipt or other notification from the federal postal service indicates that 
the notice was refused, or that there was a refusal to sign the return receipt or 
that deliver of the notice at such address could not be made. 

(c) Abatement.   

(1) Upon the failure to comply within the required time by the owner of the 
property when properly notified, the county, its agents or assigns, is authorized 
to enter upon the property and cut and remove the weeds, grass and vegetation. 

(2) The building official of the county shall assess the cost for the work provided, 
including administrative costs and attorneys fees, and shall promptly send to 
the owner of the property a statement of account demanding payment thereof 
on or before a date named in such demand, which shall not be earlier than 
fifteen (15) days nor later than forty-five (45) days after payment to the 
contractor. 
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(3) If payment shall not have been made on or before the date named, the building 
official shall issue a notice directed to the owner of the property notifying such 
owner to show cause before him at a time and place and on a date named 
therein why execution should not issue against the property for its approved 
amount. 

(4) If it shall appear at such hearing that the property was in violation of this 
article, that the notice required was given, that the work was performed and the 
costs assessed are accurate and that the county has not been reimbursed, then 
execution shall issue for such amount, and shall be executed in the same 
manner as tax executions are executed. 

(5) If the owner of the property is unknown, or cannot be located, notice shall be 
published once a week for four (4) weeks in the legal organ for Dougherty 
County, Georgia, which notice shall be addressed "To Whom It May 
Concern," shall describe with reasonable particularity the property involved, a 
statement of the amount due for the removal of the weeds, grass or other 
vegetation, and shall notify all persons interested to show cause before the 
chief finance officer at a time and place and on a date named in the notice why 
execution should not issue in rem against the property for such amount. In such 
event, subsection (4) will apply, but the execution shall issue against the 
property in rem. 

(Res. No. 92-051, 11-2-92) 

Secs. 2-14-59--2-14-70. Reserved. 
 

ARTICLE IV 
VEGETATION CONTROL*  (§§ 2-14-71--2-14-91) 
 
__________ 

*Editor's note:  Res. No. 92-051, adopted Nov. 2, 1992, did not specifically amend 
this Code; hence, inclusion of § 1 as Ch. 2-14, Art. IV, §§ 2-14-71--2-14-75, was at 
the discretion of the editor.   

 
 
Sec. 2-14-71. Purposes. 
The Dougherty County Board of Commissioners, in furtherance of their responsibility 
to protect the public health, safety, and well-being of the citizens of Dougherty 
County, Georgia, and to protect and enhance the quality of the environment hereby 
establishes rules and regulations providing for vegetation control throughout 
Dougherty County, Georgia. 

(Res. No. 92-051, § 1, 11-2-92) 



DOUGHERTY COUNTY SOLID WASTE ORDINANCE 

W:\005686 - Dougherty Co\036173 - Prep SWMP - ATL\Draft 12-30-05\Appendix E - Dougherty County Solid Waste Ordinance.doc R. W. Beck   C-15 

 
Sec. 2-14-72. Enactment clause. 
The board of commissioners of Dougherty County, Georgia, under authority of Art. 9, 
Sec. 2, Par. I, of the Constitution of Georgia (1983) hereby resolves and enacts into 
law the following article. 

(Res. No. 92-051, § 1, 11-2-92) 

Sec. 2-14-73. Title. 
This regulation shall be known and may be cited as "The Vegetation Control 
Resolution of Dougherty County, Georgia" and is applicable in the geographical area 
of Dougherty County, Georgia lying outside the corporate limits of the City of Albany. 

(Res. No. 92-051, § 1, 11-2-92) 

 
Sec. 2-14-74. Vegetation control. 
(a) Generally.   

(1) Any weeds such as jimson, burdock, ragweed, thistle cocklebur or other weeds 
of a like kind found growing in any lot or tract of land in the county, and any 
weeds, grasses or plants other than trees, brushes, flowers or other ornamental 
plants growing to a height exceeding twelve (12) inches anywhere in the 
county are hereby declared to be a nuisance, subject to abatement as provided 
in this article. 

(2) Garden flowers, vegetables, cultivated agricultural crops, ornamental 
shrubbery and trees shall not be considered weeds, grass or vegetation within 
the meaning of this section. 

(3) The provision of this article shall apply only to property located within 
subdivisions of record filed in the office of the clerk of the superior court of the 
county and to other county lots, however divided, and having a size of five (5) 
acres or less. 

(b) Height permitted.   
(1) It shall be unlawful for the owner, lessee, tenant or other person having the 

possession and control of real property, or responsible for its management, 
maintenance or upkeep, to permit the growth and accumulation of weeds, grass 
or other vegetation to a height in excess of twelve (12) inches above the 
ground within fifty (50) feet of any building. 

(2) It shall be unlawful for the owner, lessee, tenant or other person having the 
possession and control of real property, or responsible for its management, 
upkeep or maintenance, to allow weeds, grass, or other vegetation to grow or 
accumulate to a height in excess of twelve (12) inches above the ground within 
twenty-five (25) feet of a public way or of the property of another. 

(c) Notice to abate.   
(1) In the event of a violation of this article, the owner of the property shall be 

given notice to remove such excess growth within seven (7) days from the 
receipt of the notice. Such notice may be served personally, or may be served 
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by registered or certified mail, or by attaching a copy of the notice to the 
principal entrance of the dwelling, and shall contain a description of the 
location of the property upon which such condition exists. 

(2) Where notice is given by registered or certified mail, the depositing of such 
notice in the United States Mail by registered or certified mail, return receipt 
requested, addressed to the owner of the property at the address shown on the 
latest ad valorem tax return of such owner for such property shall constitute 
sufficient service of such notice, where the return receipt shall be duly returned 
signed by the addressee or someone residing on the premises, or where the 
return receipt or other notification from the federal postal service indicates that 
the notice was refused, or that there was a refusal to sign the return receipt or 
that deliver of the notice at such address could not be made. 

(d) Abatement.   
(1) Upon the failure to comply within the required time by the owner of the 

property when properly notified, the county, its agents or assigns, is authorized 
to enter upon the property and cut and remove the weeds, grass and vegetation. 

(2) The building official of the county shall assess the cost for the work provided, 
including administrative costs and attorneys fees, and shall promptly send to 
the owner of the property a statement of account demanding payment thereof 
on or before a date named in such demand, which shall not be earlier than 
fifteen (15) days nor later than forty-five (45) days after payment to the 
contractor. 

(3) If payment shall not have been made on or before the date named, the building 
official shall issue a notice directed to the owner of the property notifying such 
owner to show cause before him at a time and place and on a date named 
therein why execution should not issue against the property for its approved 
amount. 

(4) If it shall appear at such hearing that the property was in violation of this 
article, that the notice required was given, that the work was performed and the 
costs assessed are accurate and that the county has not been reimbursed, then 
execution shall issue for such amount, and shall be executed in the same 
manner as tax executions are executed. 

(5) If the owner of the property is unknown, or cannot be located, notice shall be 
published once a week for four (4) weeks in the legal organ for Dougherty 
County, Georgia, which notice shall be addressed "To Whom It May 
Concern," shall describe with reasonable particularity the property involved, a 
statement of the amount due for the removal of the weeds, grass or other 
vegetation, and shall notify all persons interested to show cause before the 
chief finance officer at a time and place and on a date named in the notice why 
execution should not issue in rem against the property for such amount. In such 
event, subsection (4) will apply, but the execution shall issue against the 
property in rem. 

(Res. No. 92-051, § 1, 11-2-92) 
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Sec. 2-14-75. Additional enforcement and remedies. 
(a) Generally.  This article may also be enforced under Official Code of Georgia 

Annotated Section 15-10-60 through Section 15-10-66, as amended, said section 
being entitled Violation of Ordinances of Counties and State Authorities.   

(b) Investigations.  The Albany-Dougherty Clean Community Commission, the 
building official or inspectors designated by him, the members of the Dougherty 
County Police Department, the members of the Dougherty County Sheriff's 
Department and the Dougherty County Department of Public Works, shall report 
all complaints of violations of any of the provisions of this resolution to the 
building official.   

(c) Enforcing officers.  The building official and his authorized inspectors, the 
members of the Dougherty County Police Department and the members of the 
Dougherty County Sheriff's Department, are authorized to issue a citation against 
any person violating this resolution.   

(d) Court proceedings.   

(1) Violations of this resolution may be tried upon citations as provided in the 
Official Code of Georgia Annotated Section 15-10-63, and may be tried with 
or without a prosecuting attorney as well as upon accusation by the county 
attorney. The county attorney shall serve as prosecuting attorney. 

(2) Violations of this resolution may be tried in the Magistrate Court of Dougherty 
County, Georgia, and if so tried, shall be tried in accordance with the Official 
Code of Georgia, Chapter 15-10-60 through 15-10-66. 

(3) Nothing in this article shall prevent the board of commissioners from bringing 
any civil action for injunction, mandamus or other proceedings to present, 
correct, or abate any violation of this resolution. No sanction, penalty or 
remedy prescribed herein shall be considered exclusive of any other remedy, 
but shall be available in addition to any other sanction, penalty or remedy by 
law. 

(4) Each violation of this resolution shall constitute a separate offense and 
punishment imposed for each violation shall be by a fine of not more than five 
hundred dollars ($500.00) or sixty (60) days' imprisonment or both, except as 
otherwise provided by general law. 

(5) The court may publish the names of persons convicted of violating this 
resolution. 

(Res. No. 92-051, § 1, 11-2-92) 

Secs. 2-14-76--2-14-91. Reserved. 
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ARTICLE V 
SOLID WASTE AND SCRAP TIRE MANAGEMENT REGULATIONS (§§ 2-14-
92--2-14-97) 
Sec. 2-14-92. Definitions. 
Commercial solid waste  shall mean all types of solid waste generated by stores, 
offices, restaurants, warehouses and other non-manufacturing activities as defined in 
O.C.G.A. § 12-8-22 (4.1).   

County  shall mean all of the unincorporated area of Dougherty County, Georgia.   

Disposal facility  means any facility or location where the final deposition of solid 
waste occurs and includes, but is not limited to, landfilling and solid waste thermal 
treatment technology facilities as defined in O.C.G.A. § 12-8-22(8).   

Industrial solid waste  shall mean waste generated by manufacturing or industrial 
processes or operations. Such waste includes, but is not limited to, fertilizer 
agricultural chemicals, food and food related products and by products as defined in 
O.C.G.A. § 12-8-22 (12.1).   

Inert waste  shall mean wastes that will not or are not likely to cause production of 
leachate of environmental concern. Such wastes are limited to earth and earth-like 
products, concrete, cured asphalt, rock, bricks, yard trimmings, stumps, limbs, and 
leaves. This definition excludes industrial and demolition waste not specifically listed 
above.   

Litter  shall mean discarded materials of every kind as defined in O.C.G.A. § 16-7-
42(1).   

Municipal solid waste  shall mean any solid waste derived from households, including 
garbage, trash, sanitary waste in septic tanks and means solid waste from single-family 
and multifamily residences, hotels and motels, bunkhouses, campgrounds, picnic 
grounds, and day use recreation areas. The term includes yard trimmings and 
commercial solid waste, but does not include solid waste from mining, agricultural, or 
silvicultural operations or industrial processes or operations as defined in O.C.G.A. § 
12-8-22(18).   

Open dump  means a disposal facility at which solid waste from one or more sources 
is left to decompose, burn or to otherwise create a threat to human health or the 
environment as defined in Section 391-3-4.01 (44) of the Georgia Rules for Solid 
Waste Management.   

Public or private property  shall mean the right of way of any road or highway; any 
body of water or watercourse or the shores or beaches thereof; any park, playground, 
building, refuge, or conservation or recreation area; and residential or farm properties, 
timberlands, or forest as defined in O.C.G.A. § 16-7-42(2).   

Recovered materials  shall mean those materials which have known use, reuse, or 
recycling potential and have been diverted or removed from the solid waste stream for 
sale, use, reuse or recycling as defined in O.C.G.A. § 12-8-22 (25).   
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Recovered materials processing facility  shall mean a facility engaged solely in the 
storage, processing, and resale or reuse of recovered materials as defined in O.C.G.A. 
§ 12-8-22(26).   

Scrap tire  shall mean a tire that is no longer suitable for its original intended purpose 
because of wear, damage, or defect as defined in O.C.G.A. § 12-8-22(31).   

Scrap tire generator  shall mean any person who generates scrap tires as defined in 
Section 391-3-4.19 (2.i) of the Georgia Rules of Solid Waste Management.   

Scrap tire carrier  shall mean any person engaged in picking up or transporting scrap 
tires not otherwise exempted under Section 391-3-4-.19 (5.g) of the Georgia Rules for 
Solid Waste Management for the purpose of removal to a scrap tire processor, end 
user, or disposal facility as defined in O.C.G.A. § 12-8-22(32).    

Solid waste  means any garbage or refuse; sludge from a wastewater treatment plant, 
water supply treatment plant, or air pollution contract facility; and other discarded 
material including solid, liquid, semisolid, or contained gaseous material resulting 
from industrial, commercial, mining, and agricultural operations and from community 
activities, but does not include recovered materials; solid or dissolved materials in 
domestic sewage; solid or dissolved materials in irrigation return flows or industrial 
discharges that are point sources subject to permit under 33 U.S.C. Section 1342; or 
source, special nuclear, or byproduct material as defined by the Federal Atomic 
Energy Act of 1954, as amended (68 Stat. 923) and as defined in O.C.G.A. § 12-8-
22(33).   

Solid waste handling  means the storage, collection, transportation, treatment, 
utilization, processing or disposal of solid waste, or any combination of such activities 
as defined in O.C.G.A. § 12-8-22(34).   

Tire retailer  shall mean any person engaged in the business of selling new 
replacement tires as defined in O.C.G.A. § 12-8-22(39).   

(Res. No. 01-004, § II, 1-16-2001) 

Sec. 2-14-93. Waste disposal--General. 
(a) The owner or occupant of any premises in the county shall be responsible for the 

sanitary handling and disposing of all litter, scrap tires, and municipal, commercial 
or industrial solid waste located on the premises used or occupied by such person. 

(b) It shall be unlawful to dump, open dump, or permit the dumping of litter, scrap 
tires, municipal, commercial, or industrial solid waste or recyclables at any place 
in the county including, and without limitations, any public or private property in 
the county or any waters in the county unless: 

(1) The property is designated by the Board of Commissioners of Dougherty 
County or its duly designated agent for the disposal of litter, municipal, 
commercial or industrial solid waste, scrap tires or recovered materials and the 
person is authorized to use such property; and 
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(2) The litter, municipal, commercial or industrial solid waste, recyclables or scrap 
tires is placed into a receptacle or container installed specifically for such 
property; and 

(3) The person is the owner or tenant in lawful possession of such property or has 
first obtained consent of the owner or tenant in lawful possession or unless the 
act is done under the personal direction of the owner or tenant, all in a manner 
consistent with the public welfare and not otherwise in violation of law; and 

(4) The property has a valid solid waste handling permit issued by EPD. 

(c) All persons defined as scrap tire generators, scrap tire carriers and tire retailers 
shall be subject to rules as defined in Section 391-3-4.19 and handle scrap tires in 
accordance with the provisions of O.C.G.A. § 12-8-20, et seq. and the Rules for 
Solid Waste Management, Chapter 391-3-4 applicable to solid waste. 

(Res. No. 01-004, § III, 1-16-2001) 

Sec. 2-14-94. Transporting solid waste and litter. 
(a) It shall be unlawful to drive or operate a vehicle in the county hauling 

municipal, commercial, or industrial solid waste that leaks, flows freely or 
spills from said vehicle. 

(b) Any litter or municipal, commercial, or industrial solid waste hauled on a 
moving vehicle shall be covered or secured in such a manner that litter will not 
blow or escape from said vehicle while moving or parked on public or private 
property in the county. 

(Res. No. 01-004, § IV, 1-16-2001) 

 
Sec. 2-14-95. Regulation of all solid waste or litter containers and receptacles. 
(a) All solid waste or litter containers or receptacles shall be maintained in as 

sanitary a manner as is reasonably possible consistent with its use for solid 
waste and litter disposal. 

(b) Persons using solid waste and litter containers or receptacles shall deposit only 
authorized solid waste and refuse in the container or receptacle. 

(c) No person shall deposit a scrap tire in any container or receptacle unless 
authorized by the owner of the receptacle or the Board of Commissioners of 
Dougherty County or their designee. 

(d) No person shall deposit any burning or smoldering material in such container 
or receptacle. 

(e) No person shall set fire to the contents of any such container or receptacle. 

(f) No person shall deposit large non-compatible articles in containers or 
receptacles such as but not limited to, stoves, refrigerators, bed springs, large 
tree limbs or air conditioning units, except containers or receptacles designated 
for that purpose only. 
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(g) No person shall deposit any flammable or explosive materials in any such 
container or receptacle.  

(h) No dead animals shall be deposited in any such container or receptacle. 

(i) No person shall willfully damage or alter the location of any such container or 
receptacle without the written consent of the Board of Commissioners of 
Dougherty County. 

(j) No salvage or scavenging operations shall be conducted in or around such 
containers or receptacles except by written consent of the Board of 
Commissioners of Dougherty County. 

(k) No person shall deposit any solid waste at a county solid waste collection and 
recycling center unless such solid waste is contained in a manner that it can be 
handled by the attendant and shall be deposited only during the official hours 
of operation. 

(l) No person shall deposit solid waste, water or litter of any kind at any county 
solid waste collection and recycling center into county owned receptacles or 
containers designated for the collection of recovered materials. Only 
authorized materials such as a glass, aluminum, newspaper, cardboard, plastic, 
and tin or other accepted material may be deposited in the appropriate 
container designated for said material. 

(Res. No. 01-004, § V, 1-16-2001) 

Sec. 2-14-96. Regulation of municipal solid waste landfills, inert landfills, construction 
and demolition landfills, and solid waste collection and recycling centers. 
(a) No landfill shall be operated in the county unless approved by the Board of 

Commissioners of Dougherty County under the Dougherty County Solid 
Waste Management Plan and permitted by the Environmental Protection 
Division of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources. 

(b) No person shall deposit solid waste of any kind outside the gate of a solid 
waste collection and recycling center. 

(c) No scavenging operation of any kind shall be allowed at a solid waste 
collection and recycling center. 

(d) No person shall move, remove, or cross any fence, gate barrier, or sign at a 
solid waste collection recycling center. 

(e) Price on solid waste brought to said center will be set to defray total cost of 
solid waste and recycling operations. 

(f) Hours of operation of said centers will be set to maximize convenience of 
residents of that area. 

(g) All recovered materials (recyclables) brought to collection centers will be 
accepted free of charge provided it is separated under current market 
specifications and likewise uncontaminated. 
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(h) Attendant on duty will have full authority of said center consistent with this 
article. 

(i) All rules listed above shall apply to all public and/or private property in the 
county, all waters and/or waterways of the county, and all Dougherty County 
Solid Waste Collection and Recycling Centers. 

(Res. No. 01-004, § VI, 1-16-2001) 

Sec. 2-14-97. Violation. 
(a) Violations of this article shall be enforced by citations and/or accusations of 

Dougherty County, Georgia as provided in Dougherty County Resolution No. 89-
030 and as provided in O.C.G.A. § 15-10-60 et seq. being entitled "Violation of 
Ordinances of Counties and State Authorities."  

(b) Any person violating any portion of this article shall be guilty of a misdemeanor 
and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished as follows: 

(1) By a fine of not less than one hundred dollars ($100.00) nor more than one 
thousand dollars ($1,000.00). 

(2) In the sound discretion of a court in which conviction is obtained, the person 
may be directed to pick up and remove from any public street or highway or 
public right of way for a distance not to exceed one mile any litter the person 
has deposited and any and all litter deposited thereon by anyone else prior to 
the date of execution of sentence. 

(3) In the sound discretion of the judge of a court in which conviction is obtained, 
the person may be directed to pick up and remove from any public beach, 
public park, private right of way, or, with the prior permission of the legal 
owner or tenant in lawful possession of such property, any private property 
upon which it can be established by competent evidence that the person has 
deposited litter, and all litter deposited thereon by anyone prior to the date of 
execution of sentence. 

(c) The court may publish the names of persons convicted of violating any provision 
of this article. 

(Res. No. 01-004, § VII, 1-16-2001) 
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